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Green Cleaning 101
Á2:05- 2:15 What is green cleaning? What to look for in 

green cleaning products (labels and third-party 
certifications)? Claudia Powell

Á2:15- 2:45 Green cleaning products available on State Term 
Contract No.435A, Kerry Rigg  &Lisa Keslter

Á2:45- 3:10 Green Cleaning Program Case Study- UNC  
Greenboro,  Ada Baldwin

Á3:10- 3:30 Open Discussion



What is Green Cleaning?
ÁEffects of traditional cleaning on the 

environment and health

ÁWhat is green cleaning

ÁGreen Cleaning Equipment

ÁBenefits

ÁCost Analysis

ÁTips on getting started

ÁResources



The Impact of Cleaning on the 
Environment
ÁThe Commercial Cleaning Industry Produces

Á6 Billion Pounds of Chemicals

Á450 Billion Pounds of Paper

Á35 Billion Pounds of Plastic Liners

Á250 Million Pounds of equipment sent to landfill



Cleaner Usage in Schools
ÁOn average, custodians use 28gallons of 

chemicals each year.  

Á25% of those chemicals are classified as 
hazardous chemicals.

Á6% of custodians are injured every year by the 
chemicals they use.  



Glass Cleaners 2-Butoxyethanol Absorbed through 
skin and can cause 
blood changes. EPA 
environmental 
hazard.

Carpet Cleaners Urea

Ethoxylated 
Nonylphenol

N, N -Dialkyl (C8 -
10)-N, N -
Dimethylammonium 
chloride

Mutagen. A skin 
irritant.

Eye and skin irritant. 
Suspected mutagen.

Hormone modifier. 
Slow biodegradation.  
Eye and skin irritant. 
Toxic to aquatic life.

Bathroom 
Cleaners

Ammonium 
Hydroxide

Severe burns to eyes 
and skin.  Toxic to 
aquatic life.

Bleach-based 
Cleaners

Hypochlorite 
(NaClO)

Respiratory irritant.  
Toxic in high 
concentrations.


